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_ESOLUT!ON 01-31~2007 -05

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR SB 390 INDIAN EDUCATION FOR ALL

 WHEREAS, the Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council (MT WY TLC) has been
created for the express purpose of providing the indian Tribes of Montana and Wyoming with a
Unified Voice and a Collective Organization to address Issues of Concern to the Tribes and Indian -
people of all levels; and

“WHEREAS, the Montana and Wyoming Tribes realize the importance of being involved in
issues at all levels of government, from the national to the local level; and participating in and '
having a voice in forming national, regional and Iocal pohcy on alli issues that may affect the Tribes
and reservataons and "

WHEREAS the Board of Directors of the MT WY Tnbal Leaders Council consists of duly
elected Tribal Chairs, Presidents and Council Members who are fully authorized to represent thetr -
respective Tribes; and

WHEREAS, In 1972 Montana made a promise in their Constitution, Article X, 1 (2) “The
state recognizes the distinct and unique cultural heritage of the American Indian and is committed
in its educational goals to the preservation of their cultura! integrity” which we now call Indian
Education for All, and ‘

WHEREAS, the Legislative intent of this constitutional language was finally codified in
1999 in 20-1-501, and

WHEREAS, Indian Education for All is also codified in 20-9-309 a part of Montana State
law in the definition of what makes up a quality education in Montana (per SB 152 in 2005), and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court Decision of 2005 on school funding affirmed Sherlock’s
decision, April 2004, on the school funding lawsuit: “... the current state funding system violates
Article X, Section 1(2) of the Montana Constitution in that the State has failed to recognize the
distinct and unique cultural heritage of American Indians and has shown no commitment in its
educational goals to the preservation of their cultural identity... To have any meaning or effect, the
Indian Education for Al Act requires resources and programs, which, in turn, require funding.... In
reality, the State appears fo be defenseless on Plaintiffs' claim that Article X, Section 1(2) of the
Montana Constitution has not been implemented by the State despite the constitution's direction to
do so’, and




WHEREAS, the Governor Schweitzer and Superintendent McCulloch provided strong
leadership in the 2005 Regular Session and 2005 Special Session of the Legislature to give “life”
to this constitutional promise of 1972 and to provided state funding for Indian Education for All for
the first time in Montana'’s history, and

WHEREAS, As a result of the 2005 Special Session funding, Montana’s Public Schools
received funding in 2006-07 for indian Education for All in the amount of $68.01 per student to
provide training for their teachers on integration of their curriculum with lessons about American
Indians and Montana Indians, to purchase materials for their libraries, classrooms, and students,
and

WHEREAS, We are approaching the 2nd year of implementation of Indian Education for
All'in our state’s public schools (2007-08) and we must allow schools to continue their work and .
provide sustainable adequate funding. :

WHEREAS, The current request in the Governor's budget for Indian Educatuo.h for All is
$20.40 per ANB and the request in the Superintendent of Public Instruction’s budget is $25 00,
and both are not sufficient to fulfill Montana s Constitutional promise, and

NOW THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVED that the Montana Wyommg Tribal Leader’s
Council voted unanimously on January 31, 2007, to support SB 390 that proposes to increase the
level of funding for Indian Education for All from $20.40 to $50.00 per ANB (Average Number
belonging) as well as provide for stronger legislative intent on the purpose of Indian Educatlon for
All funds. :

: CERTIF ICATION :
We, the undersigned, as the Chair and the Secretary of the Tribal Leaders Council, do hereby ‘
certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly presented and approved, at the Special Board Meeting of the
Montana Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council, which was held on January 31, 2007 in Helena, Montana.

Carl'Venne v Kermit Horn
Chair, MT WY Tribal Leaders Council - Secretary, MT WY Tribal Leaders Council
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MONTANA INDIAN EDUCATION ASSOCIATION ----RESOLUTIONS 2006

RESOLUTION 2006-18: Essential Understandings to serve as guide for Indian
Education for All: MIEA recognizes the “Essential Understandings Regarding
Montana Indians” as developed by the Office of Public Instruction’s Indian
Education Office in collaboration with Indian education experts from the tribal
nations of Montana, as the guide for the state’s educational institutions for
implementation of Indian Education for All Montanans.

WHEREAS: The MONTANA INDIAN EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (MIEA) is a duly constituted
Education organization sanctioned by the membership which includes educators of Indian children and
adults, parents/guardians, school board members, tribal government and state government leadership,
reservation and urban Indian representation, educational organizations, and other interested individuals
in Montana, and

WHEREAS: The MONTANA INDIAN EDUCATION ASSOCIATION has been organized to
represent, protect and advance the views of the Indian education community as outlined in MIEA’s
constitution, and

WHEREAS: The Office of Public Instruction has developed the” Essential Understandings Regarding
Montana Indians” with the assistance of Montana’s Indian educators representing all the tribal nations,
and -

WHEREAS: It is important to have a basic guide of what can be used by the state’s educational
systems in preparing curriculum, professional development, ordering instructional and library
resources for implementing Indian Education for All Montanans,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: MIEA recognizes the “Essential Understandings Regarding
Montana Indians” as developed by the Office of Public Instruction’s Indian Education Office in
collaboration with Indian education experts from the tribal nations of Montana, as the guide for
the state’s educational institutions for implementation of Indian Education for All Montanans.

CERTIFICATION

Thereby certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted by the Montana Indian Education Association in a duly called,
noticed, and convened convention, assembled the 2™ day of April 2006, with a quorum present and voting in favor of the
Resolution




February 5, 2007

Dear Chairman Ryan and Members of the Senate Education Committee:
RE: SB 390 Indian Education for All Funding - $50.00 per ANB

I support SB 390 that proposes to increase the level of funding for Indian Education for All from $20.40
to $50.00 per ANB (Average Number belonging) as well as provide for stronger legislative intent on the
purpose of Indian Education for All funds.

We thank Governor Schweitzer and Superintendent McCulloch for their leadership in the 2005 Regular
Session and 2005 Special Session to provide state funding for Indian Education for All for the first time
in Montana’s history. With this financial support, the state gave life to Montana’s Constitutional
Promise of 1972 in Article X 1 (2). It had been a long 33-year wait.

For the first time Montana public schools received funding to provide training for their teachers on
integration of their curriculum with lessons about American Indians and Montana Indians. For the first
time schools had funds to purchase materials for their libraries, classrooms, and students.

Now, we are approaching the 2nd year of implementation of Indian Education for All in our state’s
public schools (2007-08) and we must allow schools to continue their work and provide adequate
support. Funding for schools in 2006-07 for Indian Education for All was $68.01 per ANB based on the
on-going and one-time-only appropriation provided in the Special Session. The Governor has requested
$20.40 per ANB, which is only 1/3 of that amount. Superintendent McCulloch’s proposal of $25.00 per
ANB is better, but still not enough to maintain our long awaited efforts in implementing Indian
Education for All. We can’t reduce the funding and hope for success.

Our schools need sustainable adequate funding to continue to provide teacher training, to
purchase materials for instruction, to help with our curriculum integration and support student
activities. Please support the $50.00 per ANB for Indian Education for All

Indian Education for All is a constitutional promise, it is in statute at MCA 20-1-501, it is a part of the
definition of a quality education at MCA 20-9-309, and it is part of the 2005 Supreme Court Decision,
Columbia Falls SD v. State, on school funding. It needs to be a part of every school and classroom in
Montana, which requires adequate resources.

Montana took significant steps in 2005 and gave hope and promise to Indian Education for All for all of
Montana’s students and we must continue forward with adequate funding.

Sincerely ,
JO&’CQ’ A gi AT HENE '/K.//’SALZ) uq@f (S C/S + K T
Printed Name Title

DN Stz frsio MT 5785

/SAghature "Address




February 5, 2007

Dear Chairman Ryan and Members of the Senate Education Committee:
RE: SB 390 Indian Education for All Funding - $50.00 per ANB

I support SB 390 that proposes to increase the level of funding for Indian Education for All from $20.40
to $50.00 per ANB (Average Number belonging) as well as provide for stronger legislative intent on the
purpose of Indian Education for All funds. :

We thank Governor Schweitzer and Superintendent McCulloch for their leadership in the 2005 Regular
Session and 2005 Special Session to provide state funding for Indian Education for All for the first time
in Montana’s history. With this financial support, the state gave life to Montana’s Constitutional
Promise of 1972 in Article X 1 (2). It had been a long 33-year wait.

For the first time Montana public schools received funding to provide training for their teachers on
integration of their curriculum with lessons about American Indians and Montana Indians. For the first
time schools had funds to purchase materials for their libraries, classrooms, and students.

Now, we are approaching the ond year of implementation of Indian Education for All in our state’s
public schools (2007-08) and we must allow schools to continue their work and provide adequate
support. Funding for schools in 2006-07 for Indian Education for All was $68.01 per ANB based on the
on-going and one-time-only appropriation provided in the Special Session. The Governor has reque,sted
$20.40 per ANB, which is only /3 of that amount. Superintendent McCulloch’s proposal of $25.00 per
ANB is better, but still not enough to maintain our long awaited efforts in implementing Indian
Education for All. We can’t reduce the funding and hope for success.

Our schools need sustainable adequate funding to continue to provide teacher training, to
purchase materials for instruction, to help with our curriculum integration and support student
activities. Please support the $50.00 per ANB for Indian Education for Al

Indian Education for All is a constitutional promise, it is in statute at MCA 20-1-501, it is a part of the
definition of a quality education at MCA 20-9-309, and it is part of the 2005 Supreme Court Decision,
Columbia Falls SD v. State, on school funding. It needs to be a part of every school and classroom in
Montana, which requires adequate resources. '

Montana took significant steps in 2005 and gave hope and promise to Indian Education for All for all of
Montana’s students and we must continue forward with adequate funding.

Sincerely

Ellen. Sw aney

Printed Name Title

DILANSUD ben_ b Chancacst . lawa , KT

Signature O Address ey




February §, 2007

Dear Chairman Ryan and Members of the Senate Education Committee:
RE: SB 390 Indian Education for All Funding - $50.00 per ANB

I support SB 390 that proposes to increase the level of funding for Indian Education for All from $20.40
to $50.00 per ANB (Average Number belonging) as well as provide for stronger legislative intent on the
purpose of Indian Education for All funds. '

We thank Governor Schweitzer and Superintendent McCulloch for their leadership in the 2005 Regular
Session and 2005 Special Session to provide state funding for Indian Education for All for the first time
in Montana’s history. With this financial support, the state gave life to Montana’s Constitutional
Promise of 1972 in Article X 1 (2). It had been a long 33-year wait.

For the first time Montana public schools received funding to provide training for their teachers on
integration of their curriculum with lessons about American Indians and Montana Indians. For the first
time schools had funds to purchase materials for their libraries, classrooms, and students.

Now, we are approaching the nd year of implementation of Indian Education for All in our state’s
public schools (2007-08) and we must allow schools to continue their work and provide adequate
support. Funding for schools in 2006-07 for Indian Education for All was $68.01 per ANB based on the
on-going and one-time-only appropriation provided in the Special Session. The Governor has requested
$20.40 per ANB, which is only /3 of that amount. Superintendent McCulloch’s proposal of $25.00 per
ANB is better, but still not enough to maintain our long awaited efforts in implementing Indian
Education for All. We can’t reduce the funding and hope for success.

Our schools need sustainable adequate funding to continue to provide teacher training, to
purchase materials for instruction, to help with our curriculum integration and support student
activities. Please support the $50.00 per ANB for Indian Education for All.

Indian Education for All is a constitutional promise, it is in statute at MCA 20-1-501, it is a part of the
definition of a quality education at MCA 20-9-309, and it is part of the 2005 Supreme Court Decision,
Columbia Falls SD v. State, on school funding. It needs to be a part of every school and classroom in
Montana, which requires adequate resources.

Montana took significant steps in 2005 and gave hope and promise to Indian Education for All for all of
Montana’s students and we must continue forward with adequate funding.

Sincerely
Jee  AvveoTop M LEA  jreasuree
Printed Name / Title

(. L T Do Rex | MR MTSI0%

Signa?ﬁre v Address




February 5, 2007

Dear Chairman Ryan and Members of the Senate Education Committee:
RE: SB 390 Indian Education for All Funding - $50.00 per ANB

I support SB 390 that proposes to increase the level of funding for Indian Education for All from $20.40
to $50.00 per ANB (Average Number belonging) as well as provide for stronger legislative intent on the
purpose of Indian Education for All funds. '

We thank Governor Schweitzer and Superintendent McCulloch for their leadership in the 2005 Regular
Session and 2005 Special Session to provide state funding for Indian Education for All for the first time
in Montana’s history. With this financial support, the state gave life to Montana’s Constitutional
Promise of 1972 in Article X 1 (2). It had been a long 33-year wait.

For the first time Montana public schools received funding to provide training for their teachers on
integration of their curriculum with lessons about American Indians and Montana Indians. For the first
time schools had funds to purchase materials for their libraries, classrooms, and students.

Now, we are approaching the ond year of implementation of Indian Education for All in our state’s
public schools (2007-08) and we must allow schools to continue their work and provide adequate
support. Funding for schools in 2006-07 for Indian Education for All was $68.01 per ANB based on the
on-going and one-time-only appropriation provided in the Special Session. The Governor has requested
$20.40 per ANB, which is only I/3 of that amount. Superintendent McCulloch’s proposal of $25.00 per
ANB is better, but still not enough to maintain our long awaited efforts in implementing Indian
Education for All. 'We can’t reduce the funding and hope for success.

Our schools need sustainable adequate funding to continue to provide teacher training, to
purchase materials for instruction, to help with our curriculum integration and support student
activities. Please support the $50.00 per ANB for Indian Education for All

Indian Education for All is a constitutional promise, it is in statute at MCA 20-1-501, it is a part of the
definition of a quality education at MCA 20-9-309, and it is part of the 2005 Supreme Court Decision,
Columbia Falls SD v. State, on school funding. It needs to be a part of every school and classroom in
Montana, which requires adequate resources.

Montana took significant steps in 2005 and gave hope and promise to Indian Education for All for all of
Montana’s students and we must continue forward with adequate funding.

Sincerely

Norma Bidhy (Juir
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February 5, 2007

Dear Chairman Ryan and Members of the Senate Education Committee:
RE: SB 390 Indian Education for All Funding - $50.00 per ANB

I support SB 390 that proposes to increase the level of funding for Indian Education for All from $20.40
to $50.00 per ANB (Average Number belonging) as well as provide for stronger legislative intent on the
purpose of Indian Education for All funds.

We thank Governor Schweitzer and Superintendent McCulloch for their leadership in the 2005 Regular
Session and 2005 Special Session to provide state funding for Indian Education for All for the first time
in Montana’s history. With this financial support, the state gave life to Montana’s Constitutional
Promise of 1972 in Article X 1 (2). It had been a long 33-year wait. '

For the first time Montana public schools received funding to provide training for their teachers on
integration of their curriculum with lessons about American Indians and Montana Indians. For the first
time schools had funds to purchase materials for their libraries, classrooms, and students.

Now, we are approaching the 2" year of implementation of Indian Education for All in our state’s
public schools (2007-08) and we must allow schools to continue their work and provide adequate
support. Funding for schools in 2006-07 for Indian Education for All was $68.01 per ANB based on the
on-going and one-time-only appropriation provided in the Special Session. The Governor has requested
$20.40 per ANB, which is only 1/3 of that amount. Superintendent McCulloch’s proposal of $25.00 per
ANB is better, but still not enough to maintain our long awaited efforts in implementing Indian
Education for All. We can’t reduce the funding and hope for success.

Our schools need sustainable adequate funding to continue to provide teacher training, to
purchase materials for instruction, to help with our curriculum integration and support student
activities. Please support the $50.00 per ANB for Indian Education for All.

Indian Education for All is a constitutional promise, it is in statute at MCA 20-1-501, it is a part of the
definition of a quality education at MCA 20-9-309, and it is part of the 2005 Supreme Court Decision,
Columbia Falls SD v. State, on school funding. It needs to be a part of every school and classroom in
Montana, which requires adequate resources.

Montana took significant steps in 2005 and gave hope and promise to Indian Education for All for all of
Montana’s students and we must continue forward with adequate funding.

Sincerely
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February 5, 2007

Dear Chairman Ryan and Members of the Senate Education Committee:
RE: SB 390 Indian Education for All Funding - $50.00 per ANB

I support SB 390 that proposes to increase the level of funding for Indian Education for All from $20.40
to $50.00 per ANB (Average Number belonging) as well as provide for stronger legislative intent on the
purpose of Indian Education for All funds.

We thank Governor Schweitzer and Superintendent McCulloch for their leadership in the 2005 Regular
Session and 2005 Special Session to provide state funding for Indian Education for All for the first time
in Montana’s history. With this financial support, the state gave life to Montana’s Constitutional
Promise of 1972 in Article X 1 (2). It had been a long 33-year wait.

For the first time Montana public schools received funding to provide training for their teachers on
integration of their curriculum with lessons about American Indians and Montana Indians. For the first
time schools had funds to purchase materials for their libraries, classrooms, and students.

Now, we are approaching the 2™ year of implementation of Indian Education for All in our state’s
public schools (2007-08) and we must allow schools to continue their work and provide adequate
support. Funding for schools in 2006-07 for Indian Education for All was $68.01 per ANB based on the
on-going and one-time-only appropriation provided in the Special Session. The Governor has requested
$20.40 per ANB, which is only 1/3 of that amount. Superintendent McCulloch’s proposal of $25.00 per
ANB is better, but still not enough to maintain our long awaited efforts in implementing Indian
Education for All. We can’t reduce the funding and hope for success.

Our schools need sustainable adequate funding to continue to provide teacher training, to
purchase materials for instruction, to help with our curriculum integration and support student
activities. Please support the $50.00 per ANB for Indian Education for All

Indian Education for All is a constitutional promise, it is in statute at MCA 20-1-501, it is a part of the
definition of a quality education at MCA 20-9-309, and it is part of the 2005 Supreme Court Decision,
Columbia Falls SD v. State, on school funding. It needs to be a part of every school and classroom in
Montana, which requires adequate resources.

Montana took significant steps in 2005 and gave hope and promise to Indian Education for All for all of
Montana’s students and we must continue forward with adequate funding.

Sincerely
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February 5, 2007

Dear Chairman Ryan and Members of the Senate Education Committee:
RE: SB 390 Indian Education for All Funding - $50.00 per ANB

I support SB 390 that proposes to increase the level of funding for Indian Education for All from $20.40
to $50.00 per ANB (Average Number belonging) as well as provide for stronger legislative intent on the
purpose of Indian Education for All funds.

We thank Governor Schweitzer and Superintendent McCulloch for their leadership in the 2005 Regular
Session and 2005 Special Session to provide state funding for Indian Education for All for the first time
in Montana’s history. With this financial support, the state gave life to Montana’s Constitutional
Promise of 1972 in Article X 1 (2). It had been a long 33-year wait.

For the first time Montana public schools received funding to provide training for their teachers on
integration of their curriculum with lessons about American Indians and Montana Indians. For the first
time schools had funds to purchase materials for their libraries, classrooms, and students.

Now, we are approaching the 2" year of implementation of Indian Education for All in our state’s
public schools (2007-08) and we must allow schools to continue their work and provide adequate
support. Funding for schools in 2006-07 for Indian Education for All was $68.01 per ANB based on the

- on-going and one-time-only appropriation provided in the Special Session. The Governor has requested
$20.40 per ANB, which is only /3 of that amount. Superintendent McCulloch’s proposal of $25.00 per
ANB is better, but still not enough to maintain our long awaited efforts in implementing Indian
Education for All. We can’t reduce the funding and hope for success.

Our schools need sustainable adequate funding to continue to provide teacher training, to
purchase materials for instruction, to help with our curriculum integration and support student
activities. Please support the $50.00 per ANB for Indian Education for All

Indian Education for All is a constitutional promise, it is in statute at MCA 20-1-501, it is a part of the
definition of a quality education at MCA 20-9-309, and it is part of the 2005 Supreme Court Decision,
Columbia Falls SD v. State, on school funding. It needs to be a part of every school and classroom in
Montana, which requires adequate resources.

Montana took significant steps in 2005 and gave hope and promise to Indian Education for All for all of
Montana’s students and we must continue forward with adequate funding.

Sincerely
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February 5, 2007

Dear Chairman Ryan and Members of the Senate Education Committee:
RE: SB 390 Indian Education for All Funding - $50.00 per ANB

I support SB 390 that proposes to increase the level of funding for Indian Education for All from $20.40
to $50.00 per ANB (Average Number belonging) as well as provide for stronger legislative intent on the
purpose of Indian Education for All funds.

We thank Governor Schweitzer and Superintendent McCulloch for their leadership in the 2005 Regular
Session and 2005 Special Session to provide state funding for Indian Education for All for the first time
in Montana’s history. With this financial support, the state gave life to Montana’s Constitutional
Promise of 1972 in Article X 1 (2). It had been a long 33-year wait.

For the first time Montana public schools received funding to provide training for their teachers on
integration of their curriculum with lessons about American Indians and Montana Indians. For the first
time schools had funds to purchase materials for their libraries, classrooms, and students.

Now, we are approaching the ond year of implementation of Indian Education for All in our state’s
public schools (2007-08) and we must allow schools to continue their work and provide adequate
support. Funding for schools in 2006-07 for Indian Education for All was $68.01 per ANB based on the
on-going and one-time-only appropriation provided in the Special Session. The Governor has requested
$20.40 per ANB, which is only I/3 of that amount. Superintendent McCulloch’s proposal of $25.00 per
ANB is better, but still not enough to maintain our long awaited efforts in implementing Indian
Education for All. We can’t reduce the funding and hope for success.

Our schools need sustainable adequate funding to continue to provide teacher training, to
purchase materials for instruction, to help with our curriculum integration and support student
activities. Please support the $50.00 per ANB for Indian Education for AlL

Indian Education for All is a constitutional promise, it is in statute at MCA 20-1-501, it is a part of the
definition of a quality education at MCA 20-9-309, and it is part of the 2005 Supreme Court Decision,
Columbia Falls SD v, State, on school funding. It needs to be a part of every school and classroom in
Montana, which requires adequate resources.

Montana took significant steps in 2005 and gave hope and promise to Indian Education for All for all of
Montana’s students and we must continue forward with adequate funding.

Sincerely
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February 5, 2007

Dear Chairman Ryan and Members of the Senate Education Committee:
RE: SB 390 Indian Education for All Funding - $50.00 per ANB

I support SB 390 that proposes to increase the level of funding for Indian Education for All from $20.40
to $50.00 per ANB (Average Number belonging) as well as provide for stronger legislative intent on the
purpose of Indian Education for All funds. »

We thank Governor Schweitzer and Superintendent McCulloch for their leadership in the 2005 Regular
Session and 2005 Special Session to provide state funding for Indian Education for All for the first time
in Montana’s history. With this financial support, the state gave life to Montana’s Constitutional
Promise of 1972 in Article X 1 (2). It had been a long 33-year wait.

For the first time Montana public schools received funding to provide training for their teachers on
integration of their curriculum with lessons about American Indians and Montana Indians. For the first
time schools had funds to purchase materials for their libraries, classrooms, and students.

Now, we are approaching the ond year of implementation of Indian Education for All in our state’s
public schools (2007-08) and we must allow schools to continue their work and provide adequate
support. Funding for schools in 2006-07 for Indian Education for All was $68.01 per ANB based on the
on-going and one-time-only appropriation provided in the Special Session. The Governor has requested
$20.40 per ANB, which is only 1/3 of that amount. Superintendent McCulloch’s proposal of $25.00 per
ANB is better, but still not enough to maintain our long awaited efforts in implementing Indian
Education for All. We can’t reduce the funding and hope for success.

Our schools need sustainable adequate funding to continue to provide teacher training, to
purchase materials for instruction, to help with our curriculum integration and support student
activities. Please support the $50.00 per ANB for Indian Education for All

Indian Education for All is a constitutional promise, it is in statute at MCA 20-1-501, it is a part of the
definition of a quality education at MCA 20-9-309, and it is part of the 2005 Supreme Court Decision,
Columbia Falls SD v. State, on school funding. It needs to be a part of every school and classroom in
Montana, which requires adequate resources.

Montana took significant steps in 2005 and gave hope and promise to Indian Education for All for all of
Montana’s students and we must continue forward with adequate funding.

Sincerely
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